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needed to fund the program and how
the FCC intends to collect the money.
The goal is to administer the program
without raising telephone rates. There-
fore, the report asks detailed questions
that are necessary to put the FCC on
record to justify the cost of the pro-
gram. The FCC made commitments to
Congress that schools/libraries pro-
gram would not raise rates and I intend
to ensure that the agency keeps its
word. If the FCC does not deliver on its
commitments to protect consumers
from rate increases, Congress will step
in and make the FCC accountable.

Finally, my amendment also directs
the FCC to cap the salary of the pro-
gram’s administrator at a government
salary—as opposed to the $250,000 sal-
ary the FCC set up. I support the pro-
gram but the Congress must take
measures such as these to ensure that
the agency administers the law and
policy that the Congress adopts. It is
not the FCC’s job to adopt policies
which exceed the authority given to it
by the Congress.∑
f

COMMEMORATION OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to
commemorate the 177th Anniversary of
the beginning of the revolution that
won Greece’s independence from the
Ottoman Empire. I was proud to join
with fifty-one of my colleagues in
sponsoring Senate Resolution 171
which designates today ‘‘Greek Inde-
pendence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democ-
racy.’’

The strong ties between the United
States and Greece extend back to the
birth of this nation. Indeed, the Found-
ing Fathers looked to the principles
formulated by the Greek philosophers
when composing the governing docu-
ments of the United States. As Thomas
Jefferson stated, ‘‘to the ancient
Greeks . . . we are all indebted for the
light which led ourselves out of Gothic
darkness.’’ America owes much to the
Greeks for all they have given us, then
and now.

The Greeks have been members of my
state’s communities for over one hun-
dred years. Over 6,000 residents of
Rhode Island claimed Greek heritage
in the last Census. When they first
came to the state they worked in the
factories and on the shores. Today, the
descendants of these first immigrants
continue to prosper and enrich the
state and rest of the country through
their contributions to banking, medi-
cine, the tourism industry and the arts.

Although today we commemorate the
Greek victory over 400 years of domina-
tion by the Ottoman Empire, we must
also remember that Greece is still not
able to celebrate complete peace and
freedom. Almost twenty-four years
ago, Turkey invaded Cyprus and today
35,000 troops continue to occupy over
40% of the island and inflict human
rights abuses on the 660,000 Cypriots.
Recently, I was proud to sign on as a

cosponsor of a concurrent resolution
which calls for the U.S. to encourage
the end of restrictions on the freedoms
and human rights of the enclaved peo-
ple in the occupied area of Cyprus. We
must continue to work to resolve the
Cyprus problem and reduce the ten-
sions that exist between Greece and
Turkey.

But, for today, let us celebrate the
anniversary of Greek Independence, the
richness of the Greek heritage and the
legacy of democracy that country gave
to the world.∑

f

IN RECOGNITION OF ALDO
VAGNOZZI

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a good friend
from my home state of Michigan, Mr.
Aldo Vagnozzi. Aldo is retiring after a
long and distinguished career as a jour-
nalist for labor publications.

In 1948, Aldo Vagnozzi began his ca-
reer in journalism as a Senior at
Wayne State University, writing for
the Michigan CIO News. He became edi-
tor of the Michigan AFL-CIO News, and
served in that position until 1968, when
he joined the Detroit Labor News. By
1970, Aldo was already considered a leg-
end by many of his fellow labor jour-
nalists for the way in which he kept
the labor community informed about
news affecting the working people of
Michigan. One of his colleagues is
quoted in the Detroit Labor News as
saying ‘‘The movement for worker
rights and justice has been immeas-
urably strengthened by his dedication
to his craft and his talents as a labor
journalist.’’

Although he is retiring after 50 years
of work, that does not mean that Aldo
Vagnozzi’s commitment to the people
of Michigan is also coming to an end.
In early May, he will participate in the
Michigan Labor Press Conference,
where he will share with other labor
editors and writers some of the in-
sights he gained throughout his career.
And Aldo will also continue his leader-
ship in the public service arena as well.
His strong principles and beliefs have
earned him the support of people from
all walks of life and political persua-
sions in his home city of Farmington
Hills, Michigan, where he serves as the
first directly elected mayor in history.

Mr. President, throughout his 50
years in journalism, Aldo Vagnozzi has
used the power of the written word to
advance the cause of workers’ rights,
safety and justice. I know my col-
leagues will join me in saluting Aldo
for his exceptional career and in wish-
ing him well in his retirement.∑

f

ORDER OF PRECEDURE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask to be recognized
in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

GUN VIOLENCE
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I come

to the floor of the Senate to speak of
the tragedy which occurred in
Jonesboro, AR, yesterday. News re-
ports tell us that two boys, aged 11 and
13, dressed in camouflage, opened fire
on the students and teachers of the
West Side Middle School. Four children
were killed, and a teacher who tried to
shield other children also lost her life.

This tragedy did not occur in my
home State of Illinois, but, sadly, it
could have. Gun violence on children
has become so common in America
that kids killed in drive-by shootings
are no longer lead stories on the na-
tional news. We are jarred into the
harsh reality of modern American vio-
lence only when there is something un-
usual about the gun violence on chil-
dren: the number of victims, the set-
ting, or the perpetrators.

In Jonesboro, AR, five victims at a
peaceful school, dead at the hands of
other children with guns, have caught
the national attention for at least a
moment. News stories headline the
tragedy. This evening’s news begins
with long features about what this
means. Today, from Africa, President
Clinton calls on Attorney General
Reno to investigate. Parents across
America pause for a heartbeat to won-
der, ‘‘Can it happen to my child? Can it
happen at my child’s school?’’

Sadly it can and it does.
I hope that America is not so careless

or so inattentive not to take a moment
and reflect on what is happening with
these terrible crimes. Sadly, this is not
the first or only instance when this has
occurred. On December 1 of last year, a
young boy opened fire on a student
prayer circle in the hallway in Heath
High School in West Paducah, KY.
Three students were killed, five others
wounded. A 14-year-old student, de-
scribed as small and emotionally im-
mature, was arrested.

Two months earlier, a 16-year-old
outcast in Pearl, MI, was accused of
killing his mother, then going to
school and shooting nine students. Two
of them died, including the boy’s ex-
girlfriend. Authorities later accused six
friends of conspiracy, saying the sus-
pects were part of a group that dabbled
in satanism.

Closer to here, a sniper who holed up
in the woods wounded two students De-
cember 15 outside a school in the
southwestern Arkansas town of
Stamps. The two, both wounded in the
hip, were hospitalized overnight. A 14-
year-old boy was arrested in the man-
hunt.

And now the news reports to us what
was confiscated as being in their pos-
session. Mr. President, listen to what
was confiscated in the possession of
these two boys, 11 and 13, who opened
gunfire at this Jonesboro school: three
rifles, three revolvers, two semiauto-
matic pistols, two derringers, and 3,000
rounds of ammunition.

It is interesting when foreign visitors
come to the United States and reflect
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